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STR, | We a ge 
r OU Acquaint me. in your 
laft, that you are ftill fo bufic — 
‘Building at » that 


your Friends muft not hope to 
fee you in Town this Year: At the 
fame time you defire me that you 


- may not bequite at a lofs in Conver- 
_fation among the Bean Monde next 
‘Winter, to fend you an account 


the prefent State of Wit in Town ; 
which, without further Preface, I fhall 


therefore endeavour to Ee aeeien, and 
give. 


_ 3 (6) 

give you the Hiftories and Characters 
‘of all. our Periodical Papers, whether 
Monthly, ‘Weekly, or Diurnal; -with 
theTame freedom [ ufed to fend you 
our other Town News. | 7 


I fhall only premife, that as you 
_ know | never. carey one Rarthing ei- 

ther far Meigg or Tarp, ‘So ¥ fhall.confi- 
der “ouf Writers purély as they are 
fuch, without any refpe& to which 
Party they may belong. 


Dr. King has for fome time lain 
down’ his Monthly Philofophical Tran|- 
~ aétidus, which the Title Page in- 
formed us at firft, were only. to be 
continued as they Sold; and tho’ 
that Gentleman has a World of Wit, 
yet .ag.it lies. in one particular wey 
of Raillery, the Town {oon grew 
_ weary of his Writings ; tho’ I can- 
got: but. think, that their Author 
‘deferves a much. better Fate, than 
-$0.Languifh out the fmall rematnr 
dec..of fis Life-in the Fleet Prie 
fon.. jet E eee ' 4 sent 


". About. the fame time that the 
Doftor left off Writing, one Mr. Qzell 


\ 


, 
. 


. 
r 
. 
o 


- .purout bis Monthly Avujfement, (which. - 
- . 1S 


ete, the + ee | ee es a ees ‘wii ~<lomgamunialiabia a hae et Nl gS a ys se ea alia at 


| 
; 


. 7) | 
is ftill re and as it is ge- 
* erally fome French Novel or Play 
~ indifferently Tranflated, is more or 
 defS:taken Notice of , as the Origi- 
| nal- Piéce: is more or lefs. Agree- 
| ables = ae 


As. to our “Weekly -Papets, the 
Poor Review isquite exhaufted, and. 
- grown fo véry’ Contemptible, that — 
the? he has provoked all ‘his Bro- 
thers -of the Quill. round, ‘none: of 
- them will enter’ into a Controverfy 
| with hm. This Fellow,: who had 
excellent Natural ‘Parts, but wanted 
| a {mall Foundation of Learning, is a 
_ lively inftance of thofe Wits, who, as 
h Ingenious Author fays, will endure 
SivoneSkimming. = © Pt 
a ee 4 za = 





The ‘Obfervator: was: almoft, in ‘the 
} fame Condition, -but ‘fince our: Party- 
truggles have Yun fo- highy “he ‘1s 
such: mended for the better! which : 
; imputed to the Charitable A fliftance 
| of fome out-lying Friends. | 





\ 


\ ‘Thefe Fwo Authors might, -how- _ 

1! yer y- have -flourifh’d > fome' time 

“ Gnger;. had-noc the Cofitroverfie 
ae « | been 


papa cigar atime aD 


been taken’ up- by much abler 





1 


7 - : - ‘Hands. . 


The Examiner is a Paper, which 
} all Men; who {peak without Pre- 
| ‘dice , allow to be well Writ. 
Tho? his Subject will admit of no 
| great Variety, he js.continually pla- 
| | cing it on fo many different Lights,. 
jp | and endeavouring to inculcate. the 
fame thing by {fo many. Beautiful - 

Changes of Exprefiions, that Men, 

who are concern’d id no Party, may 

Read him with Pleafure. His way 

- of affuming the Queftion in Debate,, 

‘is extremely Artful ; and his Letter 
to Craffus, is, Ithink, a Matter-piece. 
| As .thefe Papers are uppos’d fo 
; have been Writ. by feveral Hands, 
the Criticks will tell you, That they 

can difcern a difference in ‘their, 

Stiles and Beauties, _and pretead to 

- obferve, that the firlt Examiners 

‘abound chiefly in Wit, the. laft; da 


.Humpur.- eet Ue « 

— _ | cee te Ye 
? al ae oe, be gi 

;j —.’ -§oon after their firlt appearance, 


came out a Paperifrom. the other Side, 
called, the Whig. Examiner, writ web 
fo much Fire,‘ andy-in fo, excaveat 2 

- | | Stile, 


i 


re 


a uk AG)  . 
Stile, as put the Tories in na. fmall, 


pain for. their favourite Hero, every 
one cry’d Bickerfiaff muft be the 
Author, and People were the more 


confirm’d in this opinion, upon: its: 


being fo foon lay’d. -dowa; which 
feem’d.to fhew, that it was only 
writ to.biad the Examiners to their 
good Behaviour, and was never. de- 
lign’d to be a Weekly Paper. The 
Examiners therefare have no one -to 
Combat with at prefent, . but their 
Friend the Medley; ‘The Author of 
which Paper, tho’ he feems to be a 
Man of good Senie, and expreffes 
it lyckily enqugh now and then, 1s, 
J think, :for the moft. part, perfectly a 


ro 


Stragger to fine Writing. 


“I prefume I nged’ not tell you 
that the Examiner carries much. the | 


more, Seil, . as.’tis fuppofed ta be writ 
by the. Direction, and under the Eye 
Hi fome Great Perfons who. fit at 
the helm of Affairs, and is confequent- 
ly ‘loak’d on. as a fort of | publick 


'. Nosice whieh way they are fdecring 


mre: 


are) 
‘ 









a C10) 

_'The reputed Author is Dr. S—zs, 
with the daffiftance,  fometimes, . of 
Dr. Att ——y, and Mr. P———=r. | 





* The Medley, is ; faid to. be “Writ 
by Mr. Old———~2, and  fuper- 





vifed ‘by Mr. Mayn———g, who ‘per- 
haps might intirely: write thofe few 
Papers which are fo much better than 
the reft. ee ee ee 





“BeforeI proceed further in the ac- 
count of‘our Weekly Papefs, it will 
be neceffary to inform you,’ that. at 
the begining of the Winter;.“to the 
infinite faurprize of ‘all. Men; Mr... Steele 
flung up His Tatler, and inftead of 
sane Bicker ftaff E{g;' Subfcrib’d © ‘him- 
elf. Richard Steele tb the laft of .thofe 
Papers, after an handfome Compli- 
‘mieft'td the Town for their’ kind 
- acceptance of' his Endeavours to di- 
vert them, The Chief Reafon ‘te 
thought fit to give for’ his leaving off 
Writing, was, ‘that having been fo 
Jong look’d on in ail ‘publick ' Places 
and Companies, as ‘thé Author of 


thofe Papers, ‘hé ‘found ‘that ‘his moft - 


intimate Friends and Acquaintance 


were in Pain to AG or Speak before 


him. 


( 


ee ee stelle lt — a ance 


ee 
ae | 


eee. ee (11) , 
him. The Town was very far from 
being: fatisfied with this Reafon; and 
moft People judd the true caufe to 
be, either that he Avas quite -fpent, 
and wanted -mattér to continue his 
undertaking any longer, or that he 
Jay’d it down as a fort of Submiffion 
to, and Compofition with the Go- 
vernment for fome paft Offences; Or 
Jaftly, that he had a Mind to vary. his 
Shape; and appear again in fome new 
Light. eae 7s 

However that were, his difappear- 
ing feem’d to be bewailed as fome 
general Calamity, every one wanted 


fo agreeable an Amufement, and the 
Coffe 


e-houfes began. to ‘be fenfible- 
that the Efquires Lucubrations alone, — 
had brought them more Cuftomers 
than all their other News Papers 


’ oe 


put together. . 


- It | mult indeeed be. confels'd, ‘that 
mever Man threw up his Pen under 


_ Stronger Temptations to have | im- 
. - ployed it longer; His Reputation was 


at ‘a greater pepe than, I believe, 
ever any living Author’s was before 
him. "Tis reafonable to fuppofe that 


(12) 
his Gains were proportionably confi- 
derable;. Every. one Read him with 
Pleafure and Good Will, and. the 
Tories, in refpect to his other Good 
Qualities, had almoft forgiven his 
- unaccountable Imprudence in decla- 


ring againft chem. 


— Laftly, twas highly improbable 
that ifhe threw off a Charadter, the 
Ideas of which were fo ftrongly:im- 
sey ‘in évery one’s mind, however 

nely he might write in any new 
‘form, that he fhould meet with the 


’ ‘ 


famis reception. | 


.To give you my own thoughts of 
this. Gentleman’s Writings, I {hall in 
the firft place obferve, that there is 
this noble difference between him and 
all the reft of our Polite and. Gallant 
Authors: ' The’ latter. have ‘endéa- 
vour’d to pleafe the Age by falling in 


with. them, and incouraging them 
in their fafhionable Vices, and falfé ino- ° 


tions‘of things. It’ would have beén 
a jeft, fometime fince; for. a’ Man to 


have affetted, that any thing, Witty | 


could’ be faid in praife of a. Marry’d 


’ 


State, or that Devotion dnd Virtue © 


were 


=“ . 





: — ca gy - 








. were not fo; and laftly, how intirely 
pane me roe ee eee yaa 
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were any way neceflary to the Cha- 


' radter of a fine Gentleman. Bégker- 


flag. ventur’d to tell the Towa,: thet 
they were a parcel of Fops, Fools, and 
vain Cocquets; but-in fuch a -manpier, 
as eyen pleafed them, and made them 


» 


he fpoke Truth... 


more than half enclin’d to believe that 


Inftead of complying with the falfe 
Sentiments or Vicious tafts of: the 


Age, either in Morality, Crisicifm, 


or -Good Breeding, .he has boldly 


-affur’d them, that they were alto- - 


gether in the Wrong, and commanded 
them with an Authority, which'per- 
fettly well became him, to furrender 
themfelves to his Arguments, for Yer- 


-tue and Good Senfe. 


_ *Tisincredible to conceive the effet 
his Writings have had on the Town, 
How many Thoufand follies they have 
either quite banifh’d, or given:a very 


‘great. check to;,.how: much Coun - 


tenance. they have added to Vertue 


_ pad.Religion; how many Pebple thy | 


have. render’d happy, by . fhewing 
them it was their own fault if they 


ma Ths 





eat Cm) 

_ they: have convine’d-our Fops, and 
Young Fellows,-of-the value and ad- 

vantages-of Learning. _ ge 


_. 2 He has indeed refeued it out of the 
hands of Pedants and Fools, and‘ dif- 
- cover’d.the true method of makin 
it amiable and lovely to all mankind: 
In the drefs he gives it, ’tis a moft 
weltome gieft at Tea-tables and Af 
femblies,. and is relifh’d and careffed 
by.:the: Merchants on the Change; 
accordingly, ‘there is:not a Lady at 
Court, ‘tora Bankerin Lumbard-Street, 
whois‘ not verily perfwaded, that 
Captain: Steele is the ‘greateft Scholar, 
and. beft Cafujft, of any Man in Exg- 
hava... Ae, = 


Laftly, His Writings have fet all our 
Wats and Men of Letters upon-a new 
way.ot ‘Thinking,’ ef which they had 
hve ‘or no Notion before; atid tho’ 
we cannot yet fay that any ‘of them 
have:coine. up to. the Beauties of the 
Original, .I-think we may venture to 

ism, that every one of them Writes 
aod-Thinks much more juftly than 
they did fome timefinc. © * 5°) 


‘y, pa 
@ ane ~2a 
. 
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long fince convine’d the 


ty mn 
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The vaft variety of Subje&s which | 
he has treated of in fo different man-. 
ners, and yet All fo perfectly -well, 
made the World believe that ’twas. 
impoffible they fhould all come from 
the fame hand. This fer every one. 
upon guefling whowas the Eiquires. 
Friend, aiid moft’ people at-firft fan- . 


_cied it muft be Dr. Swift; but it is 


now no longer a Secret, that his.enly 
great and conftant affiltant was Mr. 
Addifon. ee ee 


This is. that..excellent Friend to 
whom Mr. Stee/e ow’s fo much,, and 


- who refufes to have his Name fet be- 


fore. thofe Pieces, . which the greageft 
Pens in England would be Proud to 


own. * Indeed, ‘they. could hardly add 
_ to this Gentleman’s Reputation, whofe 


Works in Latin. and Englife Poetry, 

, .World, thae 
he was the greateft Matter ‘in Europe 
of thofe Two Languages. — 


ara, 


(16°) 


out the Lucubrations,.are intirely of 


this Gentleman’s Compofing ; ‘which 
may in fome Meafure account for that 
diffe | 


ferent Genius, which appears’ in 


Sunimer,; at which time, as the Ex- 
aminer Often hinted, ° this. Friend’ of 


| Mr. Steeles was in Ireland. 


Mr. Steele confefles in his laft Vo- 
fume of ‘the Ta¢lers, that he is oblig’d 


to Dr. Swift for his Town Shower, and . 


the Defcription of the Morn, with {ome 
other hints received’ from him in Pri- 
wate Converfation 
“have alfo heard; that fevetal’ of 
thofe, Letters, which ¢ame .as from 
Unknown: Hands, ‘'wete ‘writ’ by 
Mr. “Hexij_; which’ is’ an Anfwer to 
your Query, Who ‘thofe Friends are 

whom Mr.’ Steele Ypeaks of in his laff 


Yatter? | Oa 


q 
¢ 


e- 
r) 
oe a Be 


But to proceed with my account 
of ‘our ‘other ‘Papers : " The Exptra- 
tioft‘of Bicker fiaf’s: Lucubrations, was 
Attended ‘wich ‘miuch the fame Con- 
‘fequences’ as ‘thé; Death’ of Biliheas 
Ox in’ Virgil; as the latter engendre 


Swarms — 


; ay Nc . 
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- Swarms of Bees, the former imme- 


diately produc’d whole Swarms of 
little Satyrical Scriblers. 


—One.of thefe Authors, cal?’d him- 
felf The Growler, and affur’d us, that 
to make amends for Mr. Steel’s Si- 
lence, he was refolv’d to Grow! at 
us Weckly, as long as we fhould — 
think fit to give him any Encourage 
ment. Another Gentleman , with 
more Modefty, call’d his Paper The 
Whifperer ; and a Third, to Pleafe the 
Ladies, Chriften’d his, The Tells 
Valen | 


At the fame time came out fez 
veral Tatlers; each of which, with 
equal Truth and Wit, affur’d us, 
That he was the Genuine J/aac Bicker- 


cy 


Af 


It may be obferv’d, ‘That when 


the Efguire laid down his Pen, tho’ he 


could -not but forefee that feveral 
Scriblers would foon fnatch it up, 
which he might, one. would think, 
ealily have prevented, he Scorn’d to. 
take any further Care about it; bue 
left the Field fairly open to any 
eg ¢ Worthy 


tf {10 JY ae . | 
Worthy. Succeffor. Immediately fome 
of our Wits wre for forming them- 
felves into a Club, headed by one Mr. 
Harrifon, and: trying how they could 
{hoot in this Bow of Usp/fes 5. but 
foon found that this fort of Wri- 


ting, requires fo fine and particular 


a manner of Thinking, with fo ex- 
att a Knowledge of the World, ’ as 
muft make them utterly Defpair of 
~ Succefs. om ) 


They feem’d indeed at firft to think, 7 
that what was only the Garni(b of the. 


former Tatlers, was that which re- 


comended them, and not thofé Sub-_ 
ftantial Entertainments which they eve- 


ry were abound in. 


- Accordingly they ‘were continually 
talking rc their Maid, NightC ap, 


Spectacles, and Charles Lilie~ How- 
ever there were now and then fome 


faint endeavours at Humour and Sparks 
of Wit, which the Town, for want 
of better Entertainment, was content 
to huntafter, through an heap of Im- 
pertinencies ; but even thofe are at 
prefent, become wholly invifible, and 
quite fwallow’d up in the Blaze of the 
Spectator. oe You 


- 





| 
! 
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You may remeinber I told you be- 
fore, that one Caufe affign’d for the 
laying down the Tatler was, want of 
Matter ; and indeed this was the pre- 
vailing Opinion in Town, when we 
were Surpriz’d all at once by a Paper 
called The Spectator,, which was pro- 


. mifed to be continued every day, 


ahd was writ in fo-excellent a Stile, 
with fo nice a Judgment, and fuch a 
noble profufion of Wit and Humour, 
that it was not difficult to determine 
it could come from no other hands 
but thofe. which had penn’d the Lasg- 


 brations. 


This immediately alarm’d thefe 
Gentlemen, who (as ’tis faid Mr. Sreede 
phrafes it) had The Cenfor{bip in Com- 
miffion, ‘They found the new Spectator — 


come on like a Torrent and {wept | 
_ away allbefore him ; they defpaired 


ever to equal him in Wit, Humour, 
or Learning ; (which had been their 


‘true and certain way of oppofing 


him ) and therefore, rather chofe to 


.. fall on the Author, and to call out 
| for help to ‘all Good Chriftiants; 


es 


by affuring them again and again, 
that they were the Firft, ‘Original, 
rn On ‘True, 


~  € 20,) 
Troe, and Undifputed. I/zac Bicker- 
fa: 


Mean while The Spectator, whom 


we regard as our fhelter from that © § 


Flood of Falfe Wit and Imperti- . 
nence. which was breaking in upon | 


ys, iS in every ones Hand, anda ..} 


-conftant Topick for .our. Marning 
Conyerfation at Tea-Tables, and 
Coffee-Houfes. We had at firft in- 
deed no manner of Notion, how a 
Diurnal Paper could be continu’d in 
the Spirit and Stile of our prefent: 


Spectators ; but to our no fmall Sur- ~ 


prize, we find them {till rifing upon — 
us, and can only wonder from whence 
fo Prodigiousa Runot Witand Learn- | 
ing can praceed; fince fome of our 
beit Judges feem to think that they © 
have hitherto, in general, out-fhone 
even the Efquires firlt Tatlers, 


Molt People Fancy, from.their fre- 
- quency, that they mu{t be compos’d 
by a Society; I, withall, Affign the | 
firft Places to Mr, Steele and His: | 
Friend, 


’ 

a 

. > t 
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_ [have often thought that the: Con- 
yunction of thofe two Great Genius’s 
(who feem to ftand in a Clafs by 
themfelves, fo high above all our o- 
ther Wits) refembled that of two. 
famous States-men in a late Reign, 
whofe Characters are very well exe 
preffed in their two Mottoes ( viz.) 
Prodefle quam confpict, and Otium cum 
Digwitate. Accordingly the firft was 
continually at work behind the Cur- 
tain, drew up and prepared all thofe 


- Schemes and Defigns, which the lat- 


ter Still drove on, and ftood out 
expofed to the World to receive its 
Praifes or Cenfures, 


Mean time, all our unbyafled well- 
wifhers to Learning, are in hopes, 
that the known Temper and Pru- 
dence of one of thefe Gentlemen, 
will hinder the other from ever lafhing 
Outinto Party, and rend’ring that wit 


- which is at prefent a Common Good, 
_Odious and Ungrateful to the bette 


part of the Nation. | | 


. If this piece of imprudence do’s not 

{poil foexcellenta Paper, I propofe to 

my felf, the higheft Satisfa@ion, in . 
: , | Read- 





C22) 
Reading it with you over a Dith of 
Tea, every Morning next Winter. 


__ As we have yet had nothing new. 
fince the Specfator, it only: remains far 

_metoaflure you,tharlam — ; 
re | 


7» 


Yours, ce. 


Weiiminfter, 


| Afiry 3. Iqii- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Upon a Review of my 


‘Letter, I find. I have quite 


forgot The Britifb Apollo; 


_ which might poffibly happen, 


from its having of late Re- 


treated out of this end of the 


Town into the City ; where 


~ [am = inform’d however, 


That it ftill recommends its 
felf by deciding Wagers at 
Cards, and giving good Ad- 
viceto the Shop-keepers, and 
their Apprentices. 


FINIS. 





, 
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PAMPHLETS BY JOHN GAY ! 
Gay’s most important prose piece, the ‘ Pre- | 
sent State of Wit,’ bears his initials, J. G. ; but | 
he published several things under the pseudonym 
of ‘‘ Sir James Baker,” a famous gambler, known } 
as the Knight of the Peak. One of these, 

‘ ‘God's Revenge againt Punning,’ was published 
as a single folio sheet in 1716; another, pub- | 
lished in pamphlet form in 1717, was ‘An |: 
Admonition Merry and Wise to the famous Mr. | 
Tr[ap]p, on his late Encomiums upon the Bishop , 
of Bangor. For the use of young Divines.’ This 
piece, which is signed at the end ‘‘ James Baker. 
From my apartments in. Piccadilly, July 2, 
1717,” and which is concerned with the famous 
Bangorian controversy, begins: ‘‘Men will 
admire, no doubt, that I, whose taste lies 
chiefly in what the world calls belles-lettres, and 
whose conversation is known only among the 





————- 


‘| polite and beau ‘part of mankind, they will be ' | 











— 





stop to examine the nice traita with which 
Budgell drew a picture or finished a character. 
But he earnestly desired him, as a gentleman 
and a Christian, to restore to the right owners 
the ornaments he had borrowed for the em- | 
bellishing of any such character; and then 
follow phrases which it is suggested that 
Budgell copied from poems by Pope and 
Addison, and one, “‘an emanation of the mind,” 
from Gay’s own poem on the landing of the 
Princess— 

And charms are emanations of the mind. 
Budgell said he would flatter no great man ; let 
him avoid also the other extreme, and remember 
that Sorbiere, who spoke scurrilously of the 
English, and loaded the French king with 
eulogiums, was, instead of being rewarded, dis- 
missed from his places and banished by King 
Lewis. If Budgell answered this piece, he was 
warned not to go into private family questions ; 
‘* if ladies’ reputation suffer,—Bilbaoor Bastinado 
is the word.” Gay was about to publish a 
translation of the ‘School of Honour,’ from the 
Spanish—a book which, among other things, 
contained excellent rules as to when a man 
should draw his pen and his purse as well as his 
sword. When this book was known, he hoped 
that, these rules being generally read and 
observed, ‘‘ many of his Majesty’s lay subjects 
may be rather inclined to pay their taxes than 
their lawyers ; and the ecclesiastics taught not 
to waste their precious time, now more particu- 
larly employed for the prosperity and security of 
Great Britain, and the general peace of Europe ; 
waste it, I say, in hearing and determining their 
controversies.” 

So ends Gay’s ‘ Letter’; but there is at the 
end a ‘‘N.B.”: ‘* Next term I shall publish my 
Critical Remarks on some heterodox Opinions 
relating to the present State of the Diet in 
England: Wherein I have examined the In- 
trigues of the Oliolists, and used my honest 
endeavours to reconcile the long quarrel between 
the different sects of the Surloiners and tho 
Hodg-podgians.” G. A. Arr 
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initiatory harangue was not unknown to many, 
and how he was soon deposed from his imaginary 
government; but did he thereupon (like 
Budgell) give the world an inventory of his 
qualifications? No; he knew, to quote from 
Budgell, ‘‘ how indecent it was for a man to say 
or write anything to his own advantage.” And ~ 
then Gay remarks that he shall find no place 
more @ propos to acquaint the public that he 
had contrived, with vast study, a vehicle which 


' would preserve tripe and sheep’s-trotters sweet 


and fresh to any part of the world; he was de- 
termined, in spite of great offers from the Dutch, 
that his own country should enjoy the benefit of 
the invention ; but ‘whether I shall proceed by 
Patent or Subscription I shall be much guided 


_by you, and that ingenious projector and wit, 


Afaro]n H[ill], Esq. ; who lately invented the 


' making oil of beech-mast.”’ 


After this jest about the Fish-Pool, Gay assured , 


his readers that neither Mr. Webster had given 


him a cast of his office, nor the Duke of Bolton 
a regale at his table ; and he had not applied for 


, any of Budgell’s places, though he was told there 


was good picking and choosing among them. He 
would not write any man out of his place in 


. hopes to get it, and though he differed from 


“ Budgell in some things, he should always pre- 


serve a regard for him, as he was the nearest 


relation of Mr. Addison, and the best friend of 


| Mrs. 


Then follow criticisms upon several 
passages in Budgell’s ‘ Letter,’ which it is -not 
necessary to dwell upon. ‘‘I would beg leave to 
propose to Mr. Accomptant Mr. Ad[diso]n’s 
great moderation of temper and speech in putifc 
assemblies, when Mr. Accomptant stands up in 
his place in the House of C—s.”’ His bookseller, 
Gay says, was pressing him to finisk two great 
works which he had on hand, before the beauw 
monde was entirely taken up with Heidegger's . 
assemblies and masquerades, so he could not 
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